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The Honorable James R. Schlesinger
The Secretary of Defense
Washington, D. C.

- Dear Jim:

As I promised, herewith a copy of a draft
of the ’ fact of' question, I would like to raise
this at the NSCIC meeting next week, but I will
not sign it without hearing from you. Would
appreciate your thoughts.

Sincerely,

/s/ Bill
W. E. Colby
Director
Attachment
Distribution: .
Original - Addressee
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WASHINGTON, 3. . 203083
SAZINIORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Henry A. Xissingar
R Assistant to the Presicdent IZox
. National Sscurity Affairs
SUBJECT : Modification Of Securi Classification
PEFERENCE :  Your Memorandum, Subject: Hodification of
the Security Controls Efor the Products of
Photographic Reconnaissance Gatellites,
dated 23 November 1973
_ 1. The referenced memorandum contains the D£=s¢denr S
appreval of modifications of some of the special security
controls related to tha U. S. photographic satellite recon-
naissance program. One of these cbange: providad that
thenceforth:
"The fact that the United States CGovernment conducts

a photogrephic satellite reconnaissance program for

foreign intelligence collection be classified SECRET."

2. The purpose of this memorandum is to seek Presidential
instructions as to whether the above provision shall be
continuad ‘or changad to provide that the "fact of" the program
b2 unclassified. Theres is a difference of opinion within the
Intelligence Community and the Departments 2fZacted with
respsct to this gusstion.

3. The fact that th= U. 5. Governman S a phots-
Jrephic satellits raconnalssance program ¥ known and
:3 fr=gusantly tha scbiect o0f press and : mment.
Retantion of the classification placses o t officials
in the positicon oI violating the classii tx Or being
unreasonably reticsnit in discussions with The Zongrass
pvress, and the public. Important aspects of the progr
25 th= rvesoluticn, swath width, freguency, =to., snoul
classilied, buk th2s2 can remaln classifial I iha 3am
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The change be implemented simply

is guestion be di
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Council
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the appropriate security regulations.

c. Tt

re be no official publlc announcemant of the

change, aﬁd an effort be made to minimize puol;cz;y

akbout 1t.
d.

irntelligence
existing regulations.

L I

_ _ All other aspscts of the U. S.
reconnaissance program for the collection of
remain classified in accoxdance
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satellite
foreign
with

W. E. Colby
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